
 

 

 

Northumbrian Woodturners Weekly Bulletin No 5 
 

Northumbrian Woodturners Association continues to offer sincere thanks to all 
at the NHS and to all those other services and individuals who are helping at 
this time of National crisis. Our condolences to all those who have lost loved 
ones and to families of those who have given their lives whilst caring for others 
 
Heres a Hot one – 
 
Snainton have the ever popular ProEdge Deluxe priced at £355 RRP £428.74 
Free carriage to UK Mainland. So, get yourself an early Christmas/Late Easter 
prezzie and enjoy!!! 
 
Exercise the Grey Matter – 
 
Wimbledon Tennis Final 
This 20-question quiz also has an added bonus question.  The first letters of 
each correct answer spell out the sub-title above. 
 
1.  What is the surname of the last British player to win the Wimbledon 
women’s singles title? 
2.  St George is the patron saint of England but in which country is he buried? 
3.  Where was Marc Cohen walking when he put on his blue suede shoes? 
4.  Which American singer was born Eleanora Fagan? 
5.  Hepatitis affects which organ of the body? 
6.  The Rolls Royce radiator ornament is called 'The Spirit of .....' what? 
7.  No 617 squadron of the Royal Air Force is better known as what? 
8.  Which Bill played the role of Compo in Last of the Summer Wine? 
9.  In which US state would you find Suffolk County on an island? 
10. What type of car was KITT in the original Knight Rider TV show? 
11. Who wrote the 'Famous Five' series of books? 
12. What is the fourth book of the Old Testament? 
13. Rob Andrew was director of rugby at which Premiership team until 2006? 
14. To what country does the island of Elba belong? 
15. What is the real surname of Sting from The Police? 



 

 

16. Which film has the phrase ' Life is like a box of chocolates; you never know 
what you're gonna get'? 
17. Where were the Bee Gees born? 
18. What is the name of the sequel to the film and book 'Twilight'? 
19. Sarah Palin was the first female governor of which state? 
20. The Great Orme is a prominent feature in which Welsh seaside town? 
BONUS QUESTION - WHAT DOES THE FIRST LETTER OF EACH ANSWER SPELL 
OUT? 
 
The Funnies This Week – Church Ladies With Typewriters 
 
They're Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank God for the church 
ladies with typewriters. These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins 
or were announced at church services:   
-------------------------- 
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  
--------------------------     
 Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. 
Proceeds will be used to cripple children. 
-------------------------- 
 The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus Walks on the Water. ‘The sermon tonight: 
‘Searching for Jesus.'  
--------------------------  
  Ladies don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things 
not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.    
-------------------------- 
 Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.  
--------------------------  
  Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving                                                           
obvious pleasure to the congregation.  
--------------------------  
  For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs.  
--------------------------  
  Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all                                                           
the help they can get.  
--------------------------  
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So 
ends a friendship that began in their school days. 
--------------------------  



 

 

 A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall.                                                           
Music will follow.  
--------------------------  
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come 
early and listen to our choir practice. 

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new 
members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 
--------------------------  
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person 
you want remembered. 
--------------------------  
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and 
gracious hostility. 
-------------------------- 
 Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow. 
--------------------------  
 The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen 
in the basement on Friday afternoon. 
--------------------------  
 This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the 
Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin. 
--------------------------  
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend 
him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.  
--------------------------  
 Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the 
back door. 
-------------------------- 
 The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the                                                           
Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The congregation is invited to attend this 
tragedy. 
--------------------------  
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please 
use large double door at the side entrance. 
-------------------------- 
And this one just about sums them all up:   
The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan last Sunday: 
'I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours.' 
 
What a surprise --------All can be shown to your Mother!!!!!!  



 

 

Pyrography by Mick McCabe:  Dobbie from Harry Potter after doing Ian’s class 
in January. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

A 4”x3” screw lid box  with an aluminium knob by Frank Bowman 
 

 
 

Martin Stacey made this penguin for his mam’s garden, using an old saw, 
chisels and sandpaper then painted it. 

 

 



 

 

Kevin McAlister has been messing about with Texture and Paint ... 
Kevin says: “It’s supposed to represent a fire burning ... someone had said 

that’s a good place for it lol” 
We will leave you to judge for yourselves. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

What was your very first woodwork piece????  Kevin McAlister made this 
Moby Dick look alike!! 

Stan’s was a Rolling Pin for his Mother - which is still in use!! no photo just use 
your imagination…….. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Peter Taylor was asked by a friend if he could turn her a wool holder but it had 
to have a lid because her cat loved playing with the ball of wool.  

 

 
 

  



 

 

Beall Pen Wizard part four 
By Ian Elliott 

 
 

In part two I explained how the depth of cut was controlled on a parallel pen 
blank. There is also an attachment Depth Guide which allows a uniform depth 
of cut, for curved or tapered pen blanks. This bolts on below the Dremel fixing 
plate, with the aid of two longer replacement nylon bolts. The original cutting 
depth adjusting screw is disengaged so that it no longer rubs along guide bar 3. 
On Diagram 2 below I have highlighted the differences from Diagram 1 (shown 
in part 2)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Depth Guide 
 
 
 

 
Like a lot of things on the Pen Wizard the attaching of the Depth Guide is very 
fiddly. The same pair of nylon bolts hold both the Depth Guide and the Dremel 
fixing plate in place. First you screw the bolts holding the Guide in place, they 
thread from underneath into the top section of the “T” shaped carrier, 
protruding through the top of the Dremel fixing plate. Then the nylon nuts screw 
to the same bolts, this now holds the Dremel fixing plate in position. To set both 
the Dremel fixing plate and the Depth guide, (which slide back and forth 
independently of each other) you move them until you locate them in the 
required place then tightened. You can remove the Pen Mandrel to carry out 
adjustments and/or final tightening, as this allows the T shaped carrier to swing 
right back. But when you put the Pen Mandrel back you need to double check 
that the cutter is in the right position and set to the right depth of cut. As I said 
fiddly. 



 

 

 
 
You will also see from my first photograph that there is some scorching on my 
Depth Guide. The Manual says “that the Depth Guide will only work with bits 
that are 1/8” or less” the aperture that the bit goes through is 4mm. But there 
is 2 to 3mm of lateral play on this part of my guide and as this is the part that is 
riding on the pen blank, there must be some resistance, so the shaft of the bit 
comes in contact with the Perspex, hence the scorching on the Perspex! The 
Manual also says “but the foot can be replaced with a shop made substitute for 
larger sizes” I could see even before I read that, that I would have to make a 
replacement at some point anyway! 
You will normally go back to your lathe pen mandrel to finish your pens, after 
using the Pen Wizard. To sand and apply finishes, also to re-cut if you have filled 
the cuts with Epoxy/glitter, etc. 
I have tended to make batches of blanks before going to the Pen Wizard. You do 
not want to be doing all the fiddly setting up just for one pen, which may go 
wrong.  

Now for some things that went wrong. 



 

 

There was some cutter scorching, but like an idiot I used a white infill, which the 
scorching showed through. My excuse was I had not used that infill before so 
did not know it was so light thought it was silver. Timber is Sycamore. 

 
This one I got the indexing wrong, again Sycamore. 

 
This one as you can well see far too deep of a cut, even went through the brass 
tube. The cutter came loose in the Dremel. Bad workman always blames his 
tools. 

 
This one I was trying a spiral too tight. 



 

 

 
 
This one I did one cut pass on the bottom half but two passes on the top half, 
which widened the cut. This was not evident till I reshaped it on the lathe after 
applying the infill (Epoxy/Red Glitter powder)  

 
 

I did get some right (well I think so) 
Polygon spiral Lacewood 

 
 
Guilloche with Epoxy/Purple Hart dust infill cannot remember what the timber 
this is. 

 
 



 

 

Double Spiral with Epoxy/Blue Glitter powder infill same timber as above.

 
 
Single Spiral with Epoxy/Brass powder infill Sycamore 

 
 
Double Spiral Epoxy/Bronze powder infill Sycamore

 
 
Conclusion 
The Beall Pen Wizard is I think as you probably have already concluded a very 
fiddly piece of kit. 
If you are just looking to make some different style Pens from the next turner, 
that’s fine. But If, however you are looking to sell Pens at a profit, look for some 
other way to make yours different. 
As I have only been experimenting with the Pen Wizard so far everything has 
been a trial, so I have only used cheaper Pen Kits, until I am more confident that 
I am going to get 100% results every time.  
I got my Pen Wizard at less than half the price new and I am enjoying using it 
and the challenges.  
Hope you have found this series on the Pen Wizard interesting and I have not 
rambled on too much, but I have tried to cover all aspects. It’s also given me 
something else to do during these very trying times. 
 
Hope you are all keeping safe and well and continue to do so.  
Ian 



 

 

Dog’s Head Walking Stick – Part 1 
By Mick McCabe 

 

My dog’s head walking stick is 

modelled on Stig, my German 

Wirehaired Pointer who I lost last year 

aged two and a half due to a spinal 

condition.   

 

 

 

 

 

A modellers clay study is sculpted first, this is 

photographed from side and front and the images 

used to bandsaw out the lime wood blank . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The finished band sawn blank, not looking too 

much like a dog yet. The dogs head and handle of 

the stick are one piece of wood. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

More waste Wood is removed from the 

band sawn blank using hand saws/ 

chisels. The carving is regularly checked 

against the model. With carving it’s vital 

you do not take too much wood off as 

once it’s gone it’s gone and the project 

could be scrap.   

 

 

 

 

 

Starting to look like a dog now after more waste 

wood is removed with carving gouges.   

 

 

 

 

 

The carving is viewed from all angles constantly 

referring to the model for sizes. Lines are drawn 

on and a centre line maintained at all times for 

reference. The contrast in the wood colours 

here is the lighter sanded wood and the darker 

freshly cut with the gouges wood. It’s given a 

light sand at each stage so it’s easier to see the 

shape, when it’s two tone like this it throws your 

eye off. 

 

 



 

 

 

Starting to get the general likeness to the model 

now, it’s viewed alongside the model from every 

angle and pencil marks sketched on where wood 

needs removed for the next round of carving.  

 

 

 

 

   

Looking more refined. Once the basic dimensions 

and shape is reached it becomes a case of refining 

the form by eye more than measurements. 

Moving mainly from gouges Riffler files, rolled up 

sandpaper and small diamond files are used to 

keep reshaping the carving. 

  

 

 

 

The same stage as last photo but rear view, still 

lots to do but becomes easier to see which bits still 

need more wood removed. The more wood is 

removed the more it looks like a German 

Wirehaired Pointer.                            

 

 
 


