
 

 

 

Northumbrian Woodturners Weekly Bulletin No 5 
 

Northumbrian Woodturners Association continues to offer sincere thanks to all 
at the NHS and to all those other services and individuals who are helping at 
this time of National crisis. Our condolences to all those who have lost loved 
ones and to families of those who have given their lives whilst caring for others 
 

Today’s Tip- Clean the Workshop windows – I did & shocked myself, now 
having to wear Shades to Turn............. 

 
The Quiz for Today ------ 

Mad Dogs and Englishmen 
This 20-question quiz also has an added bonus question.  The first letters of 

each correct answer spell out the sub-title above. 
 

1.  Into which sea does the Nile flow? 
2.  Three continents lie on the Tropic of Capricorn, South America is one, name 
any of the other two? 
3.  In American currency 10 cents make a what? 
4.  Afrikaans was developed from which European language? 
5.  An Ortanique is a cross between a tangerine and what other fruit? 
6.  What Italian word for 'Scratched Drawing' can be found on walls all over the 
world? 
7.  What musical features 'Some Enchanted Evening' and 'There Is Nothing Like 
A Dame'? 
8.  What was the name of the first manned lunar landing mission in 1969? 
9.  Which boxer was nicknamed 'The Dark Destroyer'? 
10. What was the name of Ritchie Valens' girlfriend? 
11. What is the procedure called where an anaesthetic is injected close to the 
spinal cord? 
12. What poisonous oily liquid occurs naturally in tobacco leaves? 
13. Who had his first UK top 10 hit with 'Wichita Lineman'? 
14. Which sign of the Zodiac is represented by the Scales? 
15. In which country was Rudyard Kipling born? 
16. What is the gemstone for September? 
17. What instrument has been nicknamed the 'Mississippi Saxaphone'? 



 

 

18. One and a half litres of champagne is known as a what? 
19. In alphabetical order name the three particles that make up an atom? 
20. What is the common name of the' Auora Borealis'? 

BONUS QUESTION - WHAT DOES THE FIRST LETTER OF EACH ANSWER SPELL 
OUT? 

 
 

Here are some more links to YouTube channels for your lockdown 
entertainment: 

 
Ed OIiver Emma Cook – The Tiny Turner Philip Greenwood 

 
 
 

 

 
Kevin Purdy celebrated Easter with a batch of bunnies. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9JcDpYqFEYozU99o_4PodQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5ej8PfAv_VsgfYI5PWZDlg
https://www.youtube.com/user/woodturningintoart


 

 

Kevin has also been busy making a 300 mm diameter pierced and 
decorated Sycamore bowl, and a 100 mm high ring box from walnut. 

 

 



 

 

Mick McCabe has been making his own pyrography pens. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Mick also had a repair job to do when his friend accidentally ran over his 
shotgun with his Land Rover. I suppose that’s better than accidentally 
shooting the Land Rover with the shotgun. 
 

 
 



 

 

A barrow/cart that Jim Towers made. It will be used as a stall to sell 
sweets from, all made just from a photo of a similar thing. 

 

 
 
 

A baker’s dozen pens from the lathe of Ken Lewis 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Brian Archer made this fine laburnum goblet and is committing to a 
“Green” Workshop!!! 

 
Brian says: “I have just realised that I should separately collect bark 

cuttings from other waste to use as mulch on my allotment fruit bushes. 
Maybe other members who have allotments haven't thought of this or 

maybe it's only me who has been thick.” 
 
 

 
  



 

 

Neville Bailey has been making sanding disc cutters. 
As you can see from the photos they can be cut and packed in sets of 
grit sizes. The deal for anyone in the club is you supply the sand paper 

and Neville will cut and pack a batch for a bottle of red wine. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Neville has also been busy making a box tool rest for Arthur Cornell, Jigs 
for setting up open segment projects for Trevor Thompson at Axminster, 
made in Corian supplied by Trevor with PVC spokes, and box scrapers 

made from high speed steel for Pat Carroll 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

James Knox’s fine-looking mallet is made from an old lignum vitae crown 
green bowling ball and a piece of hickory for the handle which is finished 

with a mix of Walnut Oil and Shellac as a sealer then Carnauba wax. 
 

 
 

Stan’s effort. This was a nice elm burr! Lesson learnt - always double 
check the blank! or you end up like me using a lot of resin & a false foot, 

but never mind the Lady likes it!!! 
 

 
 



 

 

Kevin McAlister has been busy again, this time making an ash bowl with 
acrylic paint effects. Finished with chestnut products, Friction Polish and 

Wood Wax 22. Kevin said: “I have not tried using more than what I 
thought before were single finishes ... hmm Anyone else combine 

them?” 
 

 
 

Kevin has also been busy refining his technique with stamps.  
 
He says: What have I learnt? The ink needs to be heat sealed, so a craft 
heat gun does that. You need to learn /test how the ink reacts with what 
finishes you use. So, some dissolve it! I find I finish the surface, print, 
heat - leave for a while to be sure and then either a quick spray of 
lacquer or in the case of the little green bowl WoodWax 22. 
 
If I was to order one again, I would go for a round (which I did order but 
they did not have and I agreed square) backing and in clear plastic to 
help centre it. I now do it using the tail stock and a point in the handle lol. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Peter Taylor’s family all sent pictures of their Easter flowers and so he 

was inspired to turn a simple vase.  

 

  



 

 

Off Centre Pendants 
By Ian Elliott 

 
Last week I watched Colwin Way on Axminister’s website via Youtube. Over 5 
days he gave 5 interesting 45-minute real time demonstrations. On Thursday his 
demonstration was of an off-centre Pendant; this was something I had never 
tried before. Having 8 granddaughters between 14 to 25 I thought I would give 
it ago-possible presents. 
But Colwin used plywood jaws on Axminister “Wood Jaw Plates” (A set of pre-
drilled steel quadrants onto which self-made wooden jaws of your own design 
can be mounted using wood screws). My problem was that my chucks are all 
either Nova/Record or Robert Sorby the jaws are interchangeable between 
these makes, but not with Axminster chucks. 
So, when I went into my shed, I started looking at what jaws I had, to see if I 
could make something work (safely). After a bit of head scratching, I thought 
Wood Plate Jaws are just like my Coles Jaws without the buttons.  
Off came the buttons, cut two 18mm Birch plywood discs about 150mm dia. 
With the Coles Jaws open to about 8mm, I wood screwed from the back of the 
jaws into one of the plywood discs 2 screws through each plate (using the 
existing machine screw holes for the buttons). With the chuck on the lathe I 
drilled a 40mm dia. hole about 8mm deep in the centre of the plywood, removed 
the disc from the plates and cut it into quarters, not through the centre line but 
4mm off centre both sides of the centre line. This maintains the 8mm gap when 
the quadrants are re-fixed to the plates. I numbered the quadrants to 
correspond to my numbers on the plates prior to unscrewing and cutting. I did 
drill a 10mm dia. hole in the centre for the dowel, but this was lost in the cutting 
into quadrants, so had to re-drill when reassembled. (you need to watch 
Colwin’s demo to know what the dowel is for)  
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZbuZdjflQ0


 

 

With the other disc screwed to plates as before I marked it off and numbered 
the quadrants, then 12mm off centre along one of the lines I marked a centre 
point. Removed the disc from the plates. Then on my pillar drill I drilled an 8mm 
deep x 40mm dia. hole at the off-centre point. Cut as before into quadrants 
maintaining the 8mm gap.  
 

 
 
This will all make more sense if you have watched Colwin’s demo. But I just 
wanted to tell you how I solved a problem, not how to make off-centre 
pendants. Two new sets of jaws acquired and not a penny spent. It’s also got 
other possibilities in the future.  
The Axminster Wood Plate Jaws are probably more substantial than my Coles 
Jaws, so though my solution worked for a project of this size, I would not 
consider using it on a lot larger project. I would also make a larger diameter 
plywood disc next time, as I was only able to get 2 screws per plate. If I had made 
the disc a little larger, I could have got 4 screws per disc. Also watch your speed 
with Coles Jaws.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZbuZdjflQ0


 

 

  
 
My first two attempts, I tried slightly different design on each side. American 
Black Walnut and Spalted Beech. Both from cutting. I will be making more. 
If you haven’t got Coles Jaws and you know or can come up with a different 
solution, let us know. 
 

 Keep safe and well Ian 
  



 

 

Beall Pen Wizard part Three 

By Ian Elliott 

 

This time I am going to cover Polygons and Guilloche. 

But first I need to cover the cutters. When I first got the Pen Wizard, I needed to 

purchase some new cutters for my Dremel. Axminster had only a small selection 

of Dremel cutters, but a larger selection of Proxxon cutters, But I was keen to 

get started, so purchased some Proxxon cutters. These cutters had a longer 

shank than Dremel cutters, this would not normally be a problem; but with the 

Pen Wizard you can’t adjust the depth correctly as you have a very limited 

amount of adjustment. So, I had to cut them down to the same length as the 

Dremel cutters. 

The two cutters on the left I have used on spirals and guilloche patterns and the 

one on the right I used for polygons (single fluted router cutter).  

    

 
The two photographs below show the cutters over the pen mandrel. They also 

show the alternative Depth Guide in place, this guide is used on blanks the are 

curved or tapered. Which I’ll cover next time. You will note that the cutter is 

over the centre of the pen mandrel. This is correct for spiral and guilloche cuts, 

but for polygons the cutter needs to be against the inside.  



 

 

  
 

There are two types of polygons straight or spiral twist, below are two examples 

of polygon spiral twist. A Lace wood pen and a Corian razor blank.  

 

      
              

 

            This sketch shows a straight polygon. 

                              
  Also, for the straight polygon you must dis-engage the gear cog that attaches to 

the mandrel. So, when you turn the handle the only thing that moves is the 

cutter/Dremel along the length of the blank. 

       The problem I have yet to address with polygons is how to sand, as you can see 

from the photograph below the cutter marks are quite evident. However, they 



 

 

are not on the Lace wood pen above, it is straight off the cutter! The 12mm dia. 

bobbin sander for the Dremel only seems to come at 80 grit. I have thought 

about trying to make my own bobbins using 12mm dowel but have not got 

around to it yet. Any other ideas????   

                 
 

 

 

 

Now for Guilloche patterns (guilloche is just a fancy 
word for a wavy line. 
To form a Guilloche the settings are slightly different to spirals. You must dis-
engage the gear Cog that attaches to the mandrel, the same as you do for 
straight polygons. The main body of the Guilloche Attachment is attached to the 
¼” D shaped shaft that is attached to the mandrel, this is secured with a grub 
screw. The other hub can be connected to either of the other two D shaped 
shafts (this in-conjunction with the gearing and the position of the cranked arm 
determines frequency of the wavy line). Photographs below are the Guilloche 
attachment and it fixed in place.  
 

                   



 

 

         
 
The diagram below was scanned as a mirror image from the manual. Like cutting 
spirals it depends on the gearing, plus which spindle the second hub is attached 
too and which hole the cranked arm is located into, defines the frequency of the 
wavy line. These show only a few of the possibilities, mind you these 5 are 
probably enough.  
 

 



 

 

 
    Guilloche infilled with Epoxy/Purple heart dust 
 

  
Guilloche no infill colour comes from scorching by cutter. 
 
Next time (last one) I’ll go into things that went wrong and the Depth Guide 
attachment, as that contributed to some of the thing that went wrong!  
 
Keep safe and well Ian 

      
 


